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Classification of Swedish municipalities 2017 

The following classification of Swedish municipalities has been produced by the 

Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions, SALAR. The classification 

contains three main groups (A, B, C) in which the municipalities are divided into a 

total of nine groups on the basis of structural parameters such as population and 

commuting patterns. 

A. Large cities and municipalities near large cities 

1. Large cities - municipalities with a population of at least 200 000 

inhabitants with at least 200 000 inhabitants in the largest urban area. 

2. Commuting municipalities near large cities – municipalities where more 

than 40 % of the working population commute to work in a large city or 

municipality near a large city. 

B. Medium-sized towns and municipalities near medium-sized towns 

3.   Medium-sized towns – municipalities with a population of at least 50 000 

inhabitants with at least 40 000 inhabitants in the largest urban area. 

4.   Commuting municipalities near medium-sized towns - municipalities 

where more than 40 % of the working population commute to work in a 

medium-sized town. 

5.   Commuting municipalities with a low commuting rate near medium-sized 

towns - municipalities where less than 40 % of the working population 

commute to work in a medium-sized town. 

C. Smaller towns/urban areas and rural municipalities 

6.   Small towns - municipalities with a population of at least 15 000 

inhabitants in the largest urban area. 

7.   Commuting municipalities near small towns - municipalities where more 

than 30 % of the working population commute to work in a small town/ 

urban area or more than 30 % of the employed day population lives in 

another municipality. 

8.   Rural municipalities - municipalities with a population of less than 15 000 

inhabitants in the largest urban area, very low commuting rate (less than 

30 %) 

9.   Rural municipalities with a visitor industry – municipalities in rural area 

that fulfil at least two criteria for visitor industry, i.e. number of overnight 

stays, retail-, restaurant- or hotel turnover per head of population.  
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